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Background
• 90% of Alaskan Tribes have waste disposal dump sites in their 

communities,  many  of them being unlined and unfenced.

• Many of the Tribes are off the road systems and can only be 
accessed certain times of the year due to extreme weather, making 
it hard to transport waste.

• The EPA provides outreach resources to support tribes in their 
waste management efforts, but due to the challenges outlined 
above more research is needed to provide effective communication 
and resources.

Research Questions
• What type of outreach resources could the EPA further provide 

Alaskan Tribes to help them improve their waste management 
practices? 

• What forms of communication are useful in helping Alaskan Tribes 
improve their waste management practices?

Results
• In FY 2018, 74% of ETEPs outlined waste education and    

& outreach as one of their top concerns.

• 80% of interviewees detailed a form communication that 
is lacking is face-to-face interaction with Tribes.

• When asked if a baseline information and resource guide 
to waste management would be useful, 66% said yes.

• When asked about the types of resources that EPA 
provides to Alaskan Tribes, interviewees highlighted a 
range of resources.

Broader Implication
Programs/Projects 
• Mentorship Program
To implement more one-on-one communication, Alaskan 
Tribes who have had solid waste management success can be a 
resource and mentor to other Tribes.

• Baseline Waste Management Guide
A guide for solid waste workers new to their position that has all 
the information and resources provided by the EPA and other 
organizations for Alaskan Tribes.

Figure 1: Photo of 
a landfill in a 
rural Alaskan 
community 
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What resources is the EPA already 
providing for Alaskan Tribes?

Internship and Methods
I completed my internship with the Tribal Waste program of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10.

I collected my data through three avenues:

❶ Interviews with federal employees: 7 

❷ Interviews with external contacts 

(State, Tribal organizations, Tribes): 4

❸ Analyzed EPA Environmental Tribal 

Plans (ETEPs): 8

Results Summary 
Forms of Communication
• The form of communication that is lacking is face-to-face 

interaction with Tribes.
• This recommendation is hard to implement due to:

• Lack of travel budget
• Distance between Seattle and Alaska
• Lack of staff
• Many Tribes are off the road system 

Outreach Resources
• The ETEPs outlined that outreach resources were a top 

priority of Tribes. 
• There is a significant amount of resources being provided to 

Tribes, but resources are spread out through many different 
communication avenues.

• With high staff turnover in Alaskan Tribes, a baseline  
resource guide was seen to be useful.
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Would a baseline resource guide to 
waste management be useful?
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Figure 2: Pie chart showing results from interviewees when 
asked about a baseline research packet 

Figure 3:  Bar graph showing which resources the federal employees 
outline that the EPA provide to Alaskan Tribes 

Figure 4: A 
painting of a polar 
bear on a 
dumpster 
encouraging 
citizens to throw 
trash away 
properly. Taken by 
Peter Stuart 
Lakanen (2007)


