
• WA land historically was managed with 

burning, but suppression policies were 

widespread beginning in 1908 with creation 

of WFFA 1

• Washington State Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) has little information on 

western WA residents 

• Internship objective was to help fill that 

knowledge gap

• Behavior/perception, and awareness (Fig. 1) 

of wildfire is important as will guide future 

DNR research, and be able to perform more 

tailored outreach

▪ Literature review on studies of wildfire risk, 

what influences perception/behavior, 

background of WA fire regime

▪ Made a 10-minute survey questionnaire for 

data on recreation location, activity, and 

wildfire awareness

▪ In person locations (Fig.3) were REI, 

Snoqualmie, and Nason Creek 

▪ Used a survey                                            

handout (Fig.2)                                            

with other flyers                                           

and advertising

▪ Analysis: data analysis of results through 

Excel, generating descriptive stats, and some 

relationship-finding
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What are the behaviors and awareness towards 

wildfire, of Seattle metropolitan residents who 

recreate in central/eastern WA?

•Many have lived a long time in Seattle, but they 

may not be familiar with eastern WA’s fire 

regimes

•Methods reaching at-risk communities needs 

to improve, ensuring adequate knowledge of 

risk

•Tie outreach to what people are most 

concerned about losing

•More education needs to occur, to have people 

have correct information about wildfire risk

•More research in other parts of western WA

Thanks to the WSDOT and REI, for allowing the use of 

their facilities. My site supervisor Ashley Blazina, my 

faculty advisor Clare Ryan, and my family; without their 

support, this project would never have happened
Fig.3, Map of three survey locations, and the major roads used to 

travel from western to eastern WA
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How long have you lived in the Seattle metro area?

Less than 1 year

1 to 3 years

3 to 5 years

5 to 10 years

10 to 20 years

20 or more years

Fig.4, How long survey participants have lived in the Seattle 

metropolitan area, 20+ years as 48.41% of total

Fig.5, Recreation locations participants enjoy going to, with circle 

size corresponding to number of survey respondents

How informed are you of wildfire preparedness?

Fig.7, Self-reported level of wildfire preparedness

Results Summary

• 48.41% of respondents lived in Seattle metro 

area for 20+ years (Fig.4)

• Most respondents recreate in the Cascade 

range (Fig.5), and believe wildfire has strong 

effect on wildlife and plant habitat (Fig.6)

• Informed or very informed was 63% of the 

answers (Fig.7)

• At least 1 correct question was also 63%, but 

much less for 2 or 3 correct answers (Fig.8)

What are the long-term effects of a wildfire localized in your primary 
recreation locations?

Fig.1, Map of recent Norse Peak Fire, which burned half of it’s 

acreage west of the Cascade mountains, highlighting importance of 

knowing western WA wildfire awareness 2

Please use the URL or QR code below:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T59D

N8H

We Value

Your Input!

If you didn’t have time for our

10-minute survey today, we’d still

Love to hear from you.

Fig.2, The survey handout used, showing both the URL and the QR 

code linking to the online survey. 

Fig.6, Perceived effects of wildfire localized to recreation location

Fig.8, Response to 3 accuracy questions about 

wildfire risk 
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