
Background and Context:
• The mismanagement of organic waste 

directly contributes to global warming

• Centralized composting is not sustainable 
• Static decomposition
• Emissions from transport
• Sorting inaccuracy

• Home composting is not widely accepted 

Results:

Implications:
• Introducing methods to youth gets 

adults(parents) excited about making 
changes and increases longevity of use

• Next steps for the city of Seattle should 
include policy changes in community living 
and early-education to provide convenient 
home composting solutions
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People commonly believe hot 
composting is the only at-home 
method, getting them excited & 

educated on alternative methods 
is essential for uptake

“The best thing 
you could do is 

introduce a 
worm bin at the 

4th grade”-
Interview 

Respondent

“We don’t have a 
system that 

would avoid rats 
or other 

animals”-Survey 
Respondent

“Countless items 
are suitable for 

commercial 
composting but 

not a home 
system”-Survey 

Respondent

Research Question:
What barriers prevent Seattleite home 
composting, and how can they be remediated?

Internship & Methods:
Homegrown Organics: A small permaculture-
based Landscaping company, their Mission is to 
establish and maintain outdoor spaces 
resourcefully and creatively in Seattle. Most of 
my work here involved landscape maintenance 
(See figures 3 & 4 to the right). To answer my 
research question I :
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Solution: Education
• Composting can be done in ways that avoid 

the headaches of a hot compost pile 
• Container-based methods such as 

Bokashi (bacterial composting) and 
Vermicomposting(worm composting) are 
great options and suit most lifestyles

• Integrating home composting into early 
education and in community-based living 
such as apartments would promote uptake 
among most resistant groups

• Seattleites are environmentally motivated, 
misconceptions about the process and 
perceived difficulty prevents home 
composting (See figures 1 & 2 above)

• 63% of respondents said they would be more 
inclined to home compost if they knew more

• Out of several outreach tools, options with 
more resources such as a kit with 
instructions were most popular

Figures 3 & 4: Me working onsite at Homegrown Organics: 
pictured left is me cutting some overgrown grass and pictured 
right is me tying up some lavender.

Figure 1: Survey question concerned with major barriers to home 
composting. 34 answered out of 65 anonymous respondents over a 
six-week period. Respondents were gathered using social media 
and Homegrown Organics client base.  

1. Independently researched the benefits 

and challenges of centralized systems 

& different home composting methods

2.   Interviewed with expert Carol Miles to   

find out more about Cedar Grove & 

inhibiting/ motivating factors to home 

composting 

3.   Conducted a survey of 65 Seattle 

residents on inhibiting/ motivating factors 

for home composting 

Figure 2: Survey responses are indicative of common problems in hot 
composting. This in combination with interview data shows little 
prevalent knowledge of other methods and a need for convenience. 


