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BACKGROUND
• Indigenous peoples in the U.S. are disproportionately 

burdened by environmental harm. This is defined as 
an environmental injustice. 

• In order to combat the challenges facing communities; 
scientists, Tribes and the federal government may work 
together in order to identify and seek routes to 
mitigate and address these devastating effects. 

• Therefore, it is vital to examine how an environmental 
justice (EJ) framework may be operationalized through 
the EPA’s efforts to protect the most vulnerable 
communities (see Fig.1)
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• INTERNSHIP:  Served as a Community Climate Adaptation Plan 
Intern at the U.S. EPA Region 10. 

• DATA: Analyzed record of comments received from Tribal 
community members on the EPA’s draft EJ Plan (see Fig. 2).

• LITERATURE REVIEW: Reviewed existing literature on how to an 
EJ framework when addressing environmental challenges faced by 
Indigenous communities. 

How may an “environmental justice” framework be 
applied to the EPA’s efforts to support Tribes in 

addressing their environmental needs?

Fig. 2: This is an image of the cover 
of the EPA’s 2020 proposed EJ 
agenda. This document outlined 
the Agency’s strategic plan for 
defining and enacting an EJ 
framework through the EPA’S 
actions, policies, and decisions.

Fig. 1: This diagram, courtesy of U.S. EPA, displays how EJ to the Agency is, in part, 
about recognizing that health, housing, transportation, the environment and other 
factors interact to create sustainable and equitable communities. 

• By way of thematic coding, I identified key considerations expressed 
by communities regarding the EPA’s EJ framework. 

• I read through 31 comments, 24 of which were relevant to my 
research. A total of 10 themes were identified across comments, as 
seen in Table 1. 

• The top theme identified was: Incorporating Community 
Voices/Ensuring Tribal Consultation (see Fig. 3).

• Other leading themes included Concerns over 
Permitting/Compliance/Enforcement Processes and calls for greater 
transparency over where Tribal input goes, as well as increased 
access to information. 

• Additionally, Tribal members expressed concerns over grouping all 
EJ communities together. 

Fig. 3: This figure illustrates the formal Consultation process between the EPA and 
Tribes before the Agency carries out their actions and decisions, as outlined in the
Policy. The Policy was signed in 1984 and defines when and how consultation 
takes place, assigns EPA contacts, and establishes management oversight. 

Thank you to my site supervisors, faculty advisor, capstone cohort, friends, and family for all their 
help and encouragement along the way! And a special shoutout to Lianna Rzajeva and my sister 

Aliya for their unwavering support during an especially challenging year. 

From these findings, here are key takeaways to consider 
when applying an EJ framework to the EPA’s efforts:

• Enforce Tribal Consultation Policy: Uphold the Policy 
and ensure community voices are heard. Remember that 
Tribal involvement must be paired with explicit and 
robust consideration for each community's desire to be 
involved.

• Addressing Distributional Injustice: Enact remedial 
actions to address disproportionate environmental harm 
resulting from compliance, enforcement, and/or 
permitting processes. 

• Seek Procedural Justice: Establish greater transparency 
around how Agency will incorporate Tribal input, and 
ensure communities have ample access to information 
regarding projects that impact them.

• Recognizing Federal-Trust Responsibility: Tribes 
share a unique relationship with the federal government 
that non-Indigenous EJ communities do not. Uphold this 
responsibility when implementing EJ framework. 

Table 1: This table displays the complete summary of results on the analysis of the Tribal community 
comments on the EPA’s EJ plan. The left side column indicates the theme under which the comment 
fell, and the right side lists the corresponding count delineating the total times the theme appeared 
across all comments.


