
EPA Environmental Education Budget
in thousands

2019
$39,431

2020
$0

2018
$46,398 

Therefore, there is a
need to develop and
improve pesticide risk
communication for
Tribes.

However, little pesticide risk communication exists
specifically for Indigenous communities, who often
experience greater health disparities than non-
Indigenous counterparts.

Washington, Oregon, and Idaho are home to 43
federally recognized Tribes. Pesticides may exist in or
around Tribal childcare facilities, and thus can be
harmful to Indigenous children's health and
development. 
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improving Tribal health programs and
associated facility inspections

Directly involve Tribes in risk assessments,
know audiences, and use holistic approaches

(social, cultural, and spiritual values/beliefs)
to facilitate learning/engagement

BACKGROUND

What are the best practices of pesticide risk
communication with Tribes?

Figure 2: Example of a play area in childcare
facility that would have been assessed by

EPA. Play areas are visited daily by children
and are potential sources for pesticide

contamination (Canva Stock Photo).

I interned at Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Region 10 during Winter 2021 and made two webinars
for the Tribal Child Care Project. This evaluated
environmental exposures in childcare facilities (see
Fig. 2). To answer my question, I:
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better facilitating government-to-
government relationships in other

environmental issues

pushing for policy changes that
include outreach and education in

risk management

PROBLEMS

Provide funding for Tribe-specific pesticide
programming, trusted and representative

liaisons, and capacity-building

Recognize Tribal sovereignty, respect
Indigenous knowledge, listen rather than

direct, put more effort into relationships

What is risk
communication?

Information to make informed and
independent judgements about

health, safety, and environmental risks. 

What's not working?

Regarding Tribes as "stakeholders" and not
recognizing Tribal sovereignty

"If my program got cut entirely, I won’t be able to put
as much time into that established relationship, and
it inevitably fades away. It’s like a friendship.” 
- Derrick Terada, EPA Region 10

SOLUTIONS How can we make changes?

Elimination of education that promotes
public engagement

Figure 1: Insecticides are one type of
pesticide commonly used to maintain

sanitary conditions in childcare
environments (Pest Patrol). What do these practices mean for the future?

"Any community can have challenges when working
with them, especially when one is an outsider." 
- Aileen Gagney, Tribal Healthy Homes Network

Directing and prescribing rather than
listening, learning, and collaborating

IN THE FIELD What are people experiencing?

TAKEWAYS


